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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.


	Text163: Pacific Lutheran University
	Text164: Chrissy Cooley, Sustainability Manager
	Text165: 253-535-6060
	Text166: cooleycs@plu.edu
	Text167: Tacoma, Washington
	Text168: 3,500
	Text169: CC
	Text170: 3/24/11
	Text171: 4.57
	Text172: 1.80
	Text173: 8.29
	Text174: 6.45
	Text175: 0.0
	Text176: 78.49
	Text177: .27
	Text178: 0.0
	Text179: 
	Text180: 
	Text181: 0.0
	Text182: 27
	Text183: 0.0
	Text184: 4
	Text185: 69
	Text186: 0.0
	Text187: 0
	Text188: 
	Text189: 
	Text190: 
	Text191: 100
	Text192: Our latest building, the nearly 18,000 square foot, Neeb Center is LEED Gold certified.
	Text193: 2
	Text194: The irrigation for our athletic fields is untreated aquifer water.  
	Text195: 95
	Text196: 
	Text197: 80
	Text198: Pacific Lutheran now mandates that all appliance comply with Energy Star.
	Check Box199: Off
	Check Box200: Yes
	Text201: 11
	Text202: Our natural gas provider, Puget Sound Energy, has enabled PLU to take advantage of their Resource Conservation Manager program.  With this, PLU is able to employ a full time person to audit each and every building on campus for energy conservation measures, and create a detailed plan for their completion.  The grant covers a 3 year period, where the RCM is expected to achieve a 5% savings in year 1, and 3% in years 2 and 3.  
	Check Box203: Off
	Check Box204: Yes
	Text205: 100
	Text206: We have a full-time Resource Conservation Manager who uses the software Utility Manager to track all utility data.
	Check Box207: Off
	Check Box208: Yes
	Text209: 100
	Text210: We have a full-time Resource Conservation Manager who uses the software Utility Manager to track all utility data.
	Text211: 12.5
	Text212: 
	Text213: 11
	Text214: 
	Text215: Yes, 100% 
	Text216: 1,773.713.00 is spent on meat purchases per year, although PLU has cut its red meat serving sizes by 10% across the board. Students are free to come back for another serving if they wish, but we have realized a sizable reduction in red meat.  Our chicken breasts are all natural, cage free chicken meat, and our deli roast beef in from a local PLU alumni farmer that raises free range, grass fed beef.
	Text217: Yes, there are at least 5 vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal, with a salad bar at all meals. Also Monday dinner in the cafeteria is "Meatless Monday".
	Text218: Bottled water was banned on-campus within the last year by our Student Government.
	Text219: Yes, we have a student-led Community Garden staffed out of the Campus Dining budget. 
	Text220: Yes, we offer an Environmental Studies major and a Geoscience major, each department covers issues related to sustainability.
	Text221: Yes, there are various classes offered meeting this criteria. Of those classes, Geoscience 109 and Geoscience 104 are the classes most-focused on clean technologies and energy efficiency.
	Text222: Yes, it is: http://www.plu.edu/sustainability/Academics/Approved-Courses.php
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	Text237: Of the 69 vehicles on campus, there are 23 electric and hybrids. That includes 11 electric golf carts, 4 Prius Hybrids and 8 plug in electric trucks. 
	Text238: There is a bike co-op on campus that offers bikes in exchange for volunteer hours, as well as repairs, classes in safety and maintenance, and organized rides. This co-op provides a space for cyclists to gather on campus, and works to nurture the culture of bicycling. In addition, we have added more bike racks around campus and are working with the county to create bike lanes leading to campus. We also participate in National Bike to Work Week.
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	Text247: Yes, there are always recycling bins at large events on-campus. 
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	Text249: Yes, our university has a goal of zero waste by 2020, which was stated as a goal in our Climate Action Plan. See Part 5: Waste Stream Management - http://www.plu.edu/sustainability/How-is-PLU-involved/PLU%20CAP%20and%20Sustainability%20Guide.pdf
	Text250: Yes, throughout the academic year PLU's SurPLUs Store collects used items to be donated and/or re-used on campus.  During student move-out, multiple bins are located in every dormitory to increase the collection of these items.
	Text251: Yes, environmental sustainability is part of our university's mission statement and guiding principles. A few of which are stated in our Campus Master Plan.http://www.plu.edu/finance-ops/master%20plan/home.php - Click on "Major Institutional Master Plan submitted to Pierce County, August 2010", see pages 41-45
	Text252: There is a full time Sustainability Manager on-campus. This position manages the Sustainability Department, which consists of another full time position that oversees recycling and 30 part-time student positions. There is also a Sustainability Committee consisting of 10 active members, which is also open to any campus member.
	Text253: The university does not a formal policy referring to life-cycle cost analysis, but there are campus-wide sustainability strategies and guidelines in place regarding all long range plans and infrastructure improvements for the university. These can be found in the Campus Master Plan.http://www.plu.edu/finance-ops/master%20plan/home.php - Click on "Major Institutional Master Plan submitted to Pierce County, August 2010", see pages 41-45
	Text254: Yes, as a signatory of the ACUPCC, PLU has set a goal of carbon neutrality by 2020. The comprehensive Climate Action Plan and Sustainability Guide was drafted to attain this goal, and is updated yearly to make sure the university is moving forward in its sustainability efforts.http://www.plu.edu/sustainability/How-is-PLU-involved/PLU%20CAP%20and%20Sustainability%20Guide.pdf
	Text255: Yes, it is included in the Climate Action Plan and Sustainability Guide.
	Text256: Our benchmark year was originally 2005, in line with the ACUPCC. The first carbon emissions survey was done in 2009, and had raised proportionally with the 3 additional buildings built on-campus. However, since the completion of those buildings, our utility bills are dropping, leading us to believe that the next carbon emissions survey will as well.
	Text257: The annual Endowment Report and the Endowment Statement of Investment Objectives and Policies are posted on the PLU Finance and Operations website.  The Endowment Report includes a list of the endowment investments.
	Text258: The Board of Regents has an investment subcommittee that considers socially and environmentally responsible investing for the university's endowment. The committee members are members of the board, and alumnus, faculty, staff and students serve as advisory members. In addition, the group includes an investment advisor. Because of the investment choices, there is no opportunity for proxy voting. (The Board of Regents is in the process of revising this subcommittee to make it a committee of the board, with advisory members. Those guidelines should be complete by October 12. While they change the structure, they don't change the substance of the advice.)
	Text259: No.
	Text260: 0
	Text261: PLU does not invest directly in any companies. This question is not applicable to our investments.
	Text262: PLU has created a habit restoration site on-campus led by two students, Reed Ojala-Barbour and Emma Kane, and supported by the Sustainability Department. The goal of the habitat restoration site is to re-establish native plants and to provide an opportunity for students and the greater community to gain experiential knowledge of environmental stewardship and native plants.
	Text263: Multiple students from a graphic design class at PLU submitted designs for Tacoma's Arbor Day celebrations. Of these student submitted designs, a design from Siri Johnson, a member of the Sustainabilty Department at PLU, was selected as the design for the Tacoma Arbor Day reusable tote bags. 
	Text264: PLU has created a habit restoration site on-campus. The Fred L. Tobiason Outdoor Learning Center is located on the south-east corner of campus and is a space dedicated to re-establishing the healthy growth of native plants carefully selected and consistent with historical plant communities of the Oak Woodland/Prairie Mosaic vegetation zone. For more information visit: http://www.plu.edu/sustainability/Take%20Action/Habitat-Restoration.php
	Text265: Yes, all paints used are low VOC and all cleaning supplies are Green Seal, both third party certifiers which set standards for our buildings.
	Text266: Study Away Programs are a pillar of strength at Pacific Lutheran University.  As such, sustainability is guaranteed to be included in the program offerings.  Below is a list of the 3 most relevant field based academic programs.1. "Investigating Environmental and Economic Change in Italy" This class will learn about economic opportunities and constraints in Rome and Italy as people changed from human-drawn carts to automobiles, from watch-towers to wireless phones, from city states to a nation state.  It will study the historical and modern efforts of Italy to solve important economic and environmental issues such as traffic congestion, air pollution, water pollution, national park development and antiquities preservation.2. "Physics 115: Physics of Energy" with Professor Katrina Hayes Inspired by a growing concern for sustainability and the environmental impact of conventional fuel usage, the Physics of Energy provides students with an understanding of the underlying physical principles of traditional and alternative methods of energy production. Students will learn fundamental physics concepts, as they pertain to energy and examine current and future prospects of energy sources. The western United States is an ideal area to study energy, including hydroelectric, wind, nuclear, solar, ocean wave and geothermal sources. With a theme of sustainability and interdisciplinary training (adding a geosciences perspective), students will participate in hands-on explorations, tour energy facilities, analyze energy sources and improve communication skills in this physics course. Sources studied include hydroelectric, solar, ocean wave, nuclear and geothermal energy.3. "Sustainable Living: Australian Examples" in Australia with Prof. Janet Mobus (BUSA 485). We begin our travels in Sydney, where we get our bearings touring some of the city's most famous landmarks, and learning how some exemplary businesses turn environmental sustainability into economic opportunity.  After four nights we travel to Hunter Valley - a major center for wine production -- where we explore sustainability cultivation and production processes in this important export industry.  next we take up residence in an eco village where we roll up our sleeves and see what sustainable living entails.  Finally we embark to the Great Barrier Reef to experience one of the great natural wonders of the world, led by eco-certified guides.For more information visit: http://www.plu.edu/studyaway/Program-Descriptions/Australian%20Sustainable%20Living.php
	Text267: Outdoor Rec at PLU offers various types of nature-based extracurricular activities, including nature walks, hiking, rock climbing and snow-shoeing, available to all students. There is a nature-based activity planned for each weekend during the academic year and completed based on student interest. 
	Text268: 1. We have removed all simple waste disposal receptacles within the three largest buildings on-campus and replaced them with a paired receptacle for waste disposal and recycling. 2. We are breaking ground for a PLU Rain Garden project. The PLU Rain Garden would be an on-campus site directed to collecting water and allowing particulate matter to settle before being absorbed into a water shed.3. We have implemented RHC Sustainability Directors. Each Resident Hall at the university has a Resident Hall Council (RHC), similar to a student-body government, to organize each halls' activities. The purpose of adding the Sustainability Director was to create a positive environment within Resident Halls to improve sustainability awareness and implement environmentally friendly activities and personal habits.
	Text269: Each year the university offers three paid Sustainability Fellowships. Here students have an opportunity to research and, at times, implement a sustainability topic of their choosing on-campus. The Sustainability Office, a faculty advisor and a staff advisor act as resources to them. For more information on past Sustianability fellowships, please, visit: http://www.plu.edu/sustainability/Academics/Co-Curricular%20Activities/home.php


